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HARDY PLANT SOCIETY November 2021

Gardening with hardy perennials

Chair Chatter

Your guest speaker for the November meeting has changed. It was to be Christina Shand of
Dyffryn Fernant Gardenbut she has chosen not to confirm her attendanicestead Brian Hilley,

who arranges our speakersas magicked up a good friend of his, Hoiveills who has a small
nurserycalled Fernwood Nurseryn Devon. | understand he has been to us before and talked
about, The Beauty of Leaves, and on this occasion his talk will be, Sempervivums @ksjisele
and related plantsof which he holds the Plant Heritage National Collection.

Those of you that respated to my Christmas Festive Lunch email will now know that we are
booked in at The Duchy of Cornwall Nursery on Saturddy Dcember for 14.30 Ist You all
should have received your menu options which | would appreciate completed and returned to
me, with payment, at the November meeting.

In respect of the New Year Walk scheduled for Satyr88ylanuary 2022. | have no decision
made yet. | haveobked at a couple of options on the computer but not found time to check them
out in real life yet!

Another rainfall update!

The garden work continues apace with late summer flowering still looking good in spite of the

first named storm of theseason passing through with a vengeance on the evening of tfe 20
October.

September ended up (after another wet day)aatotal of4 inches (101.5 mm) compared to my
average of 2.8 inches (72 mmyhich wasl40% of the average and so far in Octobes Q@S K I R
5 inches (127.5 mm) which is already about 90% of the monthly aveRaefall has been

coming mainly in heavy interludes and thist y Q0 3INB I (0 | & idplaceR®it®a G Sy R
the whole ithas made the ground properly wet again aravee have been able tstart doing

some autumn fanting and dividing which wer@very glad about'The ponds have also filled up

to their maximum,so they look better.


http://www.fernwood-nursery.co.uk/
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We have been walking our dogsound the area we

live for the best part of 40 yearshacewater is

blessed with over 110 miles of public rights of way

and the history of mining in the area dominates the
landscape to this day; some of the earliest workings

dating back to the bronze agdlll the most obvious
NEYlIAya RIFIGS G2 GKS 1 GS wmT7s
most of your experiences of Chacewater are likely to

have been being stuck stationary traffic | thought to
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Heading out of the front gate to the busy mai
street the dogs only have to be on the lead fq
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when most of the year you can step over it
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godsend come the wintemonths as it comes
at the end as well as the start of the walk s
dogs can be encouraged to run along and 3
at least clean when arriving home! The area
the left of the picture on the right was once
home to the stabling for teams of heavy horsg
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usedto get the ore wagons up the hill beforé
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A couple of hundred yards further on and you are out of the village and the mood of the river
changes. Sadlalthough it lools wild enoughthe water that arrives from the various mines

ensure its pretty much dead with respect to water kifé & Q &
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You are soon able
Wheal Busy wher
remains can be fo

been preserved
and there are
plans afoot to do
similar to the

inspection of the
old Calciner still shows the raw Arsenic crystg
Originally a copper mine the Calciner was used to df
off the Arsenic to purify the copper ore. Wheal Bu
NE2LISYSR Ay mMdopmn (2 YAYS
the piles of ore waste were reworked causing yet md
devastation to the landscape which was to be ag3
disturbed during the second world war as seale
thousand American servicemen were billeted there. T
advantage of all this destruction and blighting of the la
has meant however the area has been left alone with
farming or development and as the Arsenic has slo

Smithy and a quick

to start the climb from the river up onto
e the highest concentaati of mining
und, the many paths that crisscross the

area are often lanes which gave access for the wagons to
move equipment in and ore out and so normally have

Cornish hedges to each side, in recent times great efforts
have been made todep them clear.

A walk of about half a mile takes you up onto the area of

Wheal Busy where fortunately the many hundreds of shafts

are now capped, the whole area is littered with evidence of

mining the main engine house and boiler room has now

washed down through, wild flows
and fauna have returned. The planting
of many trees on the lower part of the
site has over the last 20 years greatly
accelerated the greening of the area
and i@ not uncommon to see
woodpeckers, Ravens, Deer and
Weasels.

The main pond is a remnant diie
reservoir of water for the mines
pumping engine, they used to use
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water pumped from the mine but it corroded the boilerg
It is now home to Dragonflies and Newts.

It would be boring to list all the wild flowers to be seq
each month of the year up on the Busy, suffice to say th
are lots! I am not very good at Hhg wild flowers but a
couple parasitic and senparasitic species have caugk
Ye SeS 020K a9@8SoNARIKGE |
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autumn, they seem to like the crack Willow that grows
about and recetly Pyramid Orchids have been seen
hopefully they will spread.

| am starting to take pictures of the plants in the hope
finding names for them. A project for the future, for no
| shall just enjoy looking.
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October meeting

The hall was busy this month, with atmd 45 attendees (including 5 new membemn the
evening) to hear Fergus Garrett talklthough we would assume that everyone knows his name,
, \ we will just mention that he is
the Head Gardener at Great
Dixter Gardens havg worked
there for 30 years, many of
GKSY +Fa [/ KNARAG2LKS
right hand man.

His talk was about the methods
used at Great Dixter to extend
the interest all year round. He

: uses the ternffayer<io explain
the concept. In some parts of the gardenhes as many asd@ 7 layers to get a long period of
interest during the year.He gave us numerous examples of layering, which involves using plants
performing at different times of year and at different heights but in the same patch of ground.
He expained to us that this had been done at Dixter for many years now and lessons learnt along
the way to find groupings that worked well.

Usuallyat least one layer but often @ 3were bulbs, some early and some late. He stressed the
importance of choosigplants carefully and choosing varieties that will perform wélé showed

us the difference between Rogersia podophylla Maurice Mason whichbdigemore stylishly
thand2YS | yR | StfS62NHzA E ! y yHe@éantioned Raking Kakb@tk K | &
Alliums leaves should not be allowed to smother other plants. He suggested growing
Strobilanthes under Cardoon as long as the lower leaves are removed from the Cardoon.

We were recommended to choose climbers that wilbwg through shrubs without swamping
them and flower in a different season to their hasexamples included Clematis x triternata
Rubra up Mahonia, Clematis Jackmanii in priveterahClematis montana in Pittisporum tobira

and pointed out the need to cut lo& clematis after floweringHe advised us to experiment and
then take time to observe to see what works; he also advised us to copy the concept and adapt
to our conditions. The bones of a borderegeto be something that perfornrm some way
throughout the season$ ensure good and contrasting shapes, textures and foliage

The usefulness of annuals and self sowers was also discussedials are labour intensive with
sowing, potting on, bedding out but they can add interlkest when allowing plantsa self sow
he showed us the need to control them as they gahout of control! He said they mulch borders
but then tickle little patches to allow some of the seed to come to the surface.
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He finished by quoting his friend Beth ChattRight plant, Rjht place It was a very inspiringalk
YR LQY &adz2NB S@OSNE2YyS OFYS Fglteés +ta 6S RARI 6.
have always planted lots of bulbs but it is clear that there is room for more!!
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The display table had, as usual a lovely arrangement
brought by Tricia Howard of flowers from her garden
and an impressive Sternbergiatea flower and
charming Cyclamen graecum ssp. Anatoliturtwe
RARY QU toYestaplisidveho had brought them
along!

We took a vase containing 14 different persicaria
performing in the garden here at the momeqtve
have 18 in totaéxcluding the wild varietie@nother
small collection). The tall stem attracted most
attention ¢ it is P. virginiana var. filiformis aribe
massed flowers look wonderful
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Three Stems Competitiondctober)

Jim Stephens Jo Holah JoWaterhouse
Begonia grandis evansiana va Belladonna Lily, unknown Aste Crinum powellii alba, Aconitum
alba, B. grandis Nanjang Silve  and Rosa Mamget Merrill charmichaelii, Lesperadeza

B. Torsa thunbergii

Trish Wilson Sue Lake ChrisSullivan

Agastache Blue Boa, Tricyrtic  Aster (unnamed), Crinum Cobaea scandens
hirta Taiwan Atrianne, Astranti powellii, Salvia Amistad

Moulin Rouge



