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Chair Chatter 
 
Your guest speaker for the November meeting has changed. It was to be Christina Shand of 
Dyffryn Fernant Gardens, but she has chosen not to confirm her attendance. Instead, Brian Hilley, 
who arranges our speakers, has magicked up a good friend of his, Howard Wills who has a small 
nursery called Fernwood Nursery in Devon. I understand he has been to us before and talked 
about, The Beauty of Leaves, and on this occasion his talk will be, Sempervivums (Houseleeks) 
and related plants, of which he holds the Plant Heritage National Collection. 
 
Those of you that responded to my Christmas Festive Lunch email will now know that we are 
booked in at The Duchy of Cornwall Nursery on Saturday, 11th December for 14.30 hrs. You all 
should have received your menu options which I would appreciate completed and returned to 
me, with payment, at the November meeting. 
 
In respect of the New Year Walk scheduled for Saturday, 8th January 2022. I have no decision 
made yet. I have looked at a couple of options on the computer but not found time to check them 
out in real life yet! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Another rainfall update! 
 
The garden work continues apace with late summer flowering still looking good in spite of the 
first named storm of the season passing through with a vengeance on the evening of the 20th 

October.     
 
September ended up (after another wet day) at a total of 4 inches (101.5 mm) compared to my 
average of 2.8 inches (72 mm), which was 140% of the average and so far in October ǿŜΩǾŜ ƘŀŘ 
5 inches (127.5 mm) which is already about 90% of the monthly average! Rainfall has been 
coming mainly in heavy interludes and this ƛǎƴΩǘ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŀǎ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎ ǘŜƴŘ ǘƻ Ǌǳƴ ƻŦŦ in places, but on 
the whole it has made the ground properly wet again and so we have been able to start doing 
some autumn planting and dividing which we are very glad about!  The ponds have also filled up 
to their maximum, so they look better.  
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hǳǊ ƭƻŎŀƭ [ŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ ς ōȅ /ƘŀǊƭƛŜ tǊƛŘƘŀƳ 
 

We have been walking our dogs around the area we 
live for the best part of 40 years. Chacewater is 
blessed with over 110 miles of public rights of way 
and the history of mining in the area dominates the 
landscape to this day; some of the earliest workings 
dating back to the bronze age! All the most obvious 
ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ŘŀǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ мтллΩǎ ǘƻ ŜŀǊƭȅ мфллΩǎΦ {ƛƴŎŜ 
most of your experiences of Chacewater are likely to 
have been being stuck in stationary traffic I thought to 
ǎƘƻǿ ǘƘŜ άƴƛŎŜǊ ǎƛŘŜέΗ  

Heading out of the front gate to the busy main 
street the dogs only have to be on the lead for 
ŀ ŦŜǿ ŦŜŜǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƻƴŜ Ŏŀƴ ǘǳǊƴ ƻŦŦ Řƻǿƴ άwƛǾŜǊ 
{ƛŘŜέ ǉǳƛǘŜ ǿƘȅ ǘƘŜ /ŀǊƴƻƴ ƎŜǘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ǊƛǾŜǊ 
when most of the year you can step over it I 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿΗ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǎǘǊŜŀƳ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŀōǎƻƭǳǘŜ 
godsend come the winter months as it comes 
at the end as well as the start of the walk so 
dogs can be encouraged to run along and are 
at least clean when arriving home! The area to 
the left of the picture on the right was once 
home to the stabling for teams of heavy horses 
used to get the ore wagons up the hill before 
ǎǘŜŀƳ ǇƻǿŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƳǿŀȅǎ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘΣ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƘƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ά/ƘŀŎŜǿŀǘŜǊ .ǊŜǿŜǊȅέ 

A couple of hundred yards further on and you are out of the village and the mood of the river 
changes. Sadly, although it looks wild enough, the water that arrives from the various mines 
ensure its pretty much dead with respect to water life ς ƛǘΩǎ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ƛǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴΦ 
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You are soon able to start the climb from the river up onto 
Wheal Busy where the highest concentration of mining 
remains can be found, the many paths that crisscross the 
area are often lanes which gave access for the wagons to 
move equipment in and ore out and so normally have 
Cornish hedges to each side, in recent times great efforts 
have been made to keep them clear.  
A walk of about half a mile takes you up onto the area of 
Wheal Busy where fortunately the many hundreds of shafts 
are now capped, the whole area is littered with evidence of 
mining; the main engine house and boiler room has now 
been preserved 
and there are 
plans afoot to do 
similar to the 
Smithy and a quick 
inspection of the 

old Calciner still shows the raw Arsenic crystals. 
Originally a copper mine the Calciner was used to drive 
off the Arsenic to purify the copper ore. Wheal Busy 
ǊŜƻǇŜƴŜŘ ƛƴ мфмл ǘƻ ƳƛƴŜ ǘƘŜ !ǊǎŜƴƛŎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфнлΩǎ 
the piles of ore waste were reworked causing yet more 
devastation to the landscape which was to be again 
disturbed during the second world war as several 
thousand American servicemen were billeted there. The 
advantage of all this destruction and blighting of the land 
has meant however the area has been left alone with no 
farming or development and as the Arsenic has slowly 

washed down through, wild flowers 
and fauna have returned. The planting 
of many trees on the lower part of the 
site has over the last 20 years greatly 
accelerated the greening of the area 
and itΩs not uncommon to see 
woodpeckers, Ravens, Deer and 
Weasels.  
The main pond is a remnant of the 
reservoir of water for the mines 
pumping engine, they used to use 
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water pumped from the mine but it corroded the boilers! 
It is now home to Dragonflies and Newts.  
 
It would be boring to list all the wild flowers to be seen 
each month of the year up on the Busy, suffice to say there 
are lots! I am not very good at ID-ing wild flowers but a 
couple parasitic and semi parasitic species have caught 
Ƴȅ ŜȅŜ ōƻǘƘ ά9ȅŜōǊƛƎƘǘέ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǿƘƛǘŜ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ŀƴŘ άtǳǊǇƭŜ 
¢ƻƻǘƘǿƻǊǘέ ǎǳŘŘŜƴƭȅ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ŀƴŘ 
autumn, they seem to like the crack Willow that grows all 
about and recently Pyramid Orchids have been seen so 
hopefully they will spread.  
 
 I am starting to take pictures of the plants in the hope of 
finding names for them. A project for the future, for now 
I shall just enjoy looking.    
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October meeting 
 

The hall was busy this month, with around 45 attendees (including 5 new members on the 
evening) to hear Fergus Garrett talk.  Although we would assume that everyone knows his name, 

we will just mention that he is 
the Head Gardener at Great 
Dixter Gardens having worked 
there for 30 years, many of 
ǘƘŜƳ ŀǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƻǇƘŜǊ [ƭƻȅŘΩǎ 
right hand man.  
 
His talk was about the methods 
used at Great Dixter to extend 
the interest all year round. He 
uses the term ΨlayersΩ to explain 

the concept.   In some parts of the garden he has as many as 6 or 7 layers to get a long period of 
interest during the year.   He gave us numerous examples of layering, which involves using plants 
performing at different times of year and at different heights but in the same patch of ground.   
He explained to us that this had been done at Dixter for many years now and lessons learnt along 
the way to find groupings that worked well. 
 
Usually at least one layer but often 2 or 3 were bulbs, some early and some late. He stressed the 
importance of choosing plants carefully and choosing varieties that will perform well ς he showed 
us the difference between Rogersia podophylla Maurice Mason which dies back more stylishly 
than ǎƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ IŜƭƭŜōƻǊǳǎ Ȅ !ƴƴŀΩǎ wŜŘ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΦ  He mentioned taking care that 
Alliums leaves should not be allowed to smother other plants. He suggested growing 
Strobilanthes under Cardoon as long as the lower leaves are removed from the Cardoon. 
 
We were recommended to choose climbers that will grow through shrubs without swamping 
them and flower in a different season to their host ς examples included Clematis x triternata 
Rubra up Mahonia, Clematis Jackmanii in privet and even Clematis montana in Pittisporum tobira 
and pointed out the need to cut back clematis after flowering.  He advised us to experiment and 
then take time to observe to see what works; he also advised us to copy the concept and adapt 
to our conditions.  The bones of a border need to be something that perform in some way 
throughout the seasons to ensure good and contrasting shapes, textures and foliage.   
 
The usefulness of annuals and self sowers was also discussed.  Annuals are labour intensive with 
sowing, potting on, bedding out but they can add interest but when allowing plants to self sow 
he showed us the need to control them as they can get out of control!  He said they mulch borders 
but then tickle little patches to allow some of the seed to come to the surface. 
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He finished by quoting his friend Beth Chatto ς Right plant, Right place. It was a very inspiring talk 
ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ŎŀƳŜ ŀǿŀȅΣ ŀǎ ǿŜ ŘƛŘΣ ǿƛǘƘ ƛŘŜŀǎ ŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ǿŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƳŀƪŜΦ  ²Ŝ 
have always planted lots of bulbs but it is clear that there is room for more!! 
 
 

    
 

The display table had, as usual a lovely arrangement 
brought by Tricia Howard of flowers from her garden 
and an impressive Sternbergia lutea flower and 
charming Cyclamen graecum ssp. Anatolicum but we 
ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜ to establish who had brought them 
along! 
 
We took a vase containing 14 different persicaria 
performing in the garden here at the moment ς we 
have 18 in total excluding the wild varieties (another 
small collection).  The tall stem attracted most 
attention ς it is P. virginiana var. filiformis and the 
massed flowers look wonderful 
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Three Stems Competition (October) 
 

   
Jim Stephens 

Begonia grandis evansiana var. 
alba, B. grandis Nanjang Silver, 

B. Torsa  

Jo Holah 
Belladonna Lily, unknown Aster 

and Rosa Margaret Merrill 

Jo Waterhouse 
Crinum powellii alba, Aconitum 

charmichaelii, Lesperadeza 
thunbergii 

 

   
Trish Wilson 

Agastache Blue Boa, Tricyrtis 
hirta Taiwan Atrianne, Astrantia 

Moulin Rouge 

Sue Lake 
Aster (unnamed), Crinum 
powellii, Salvia Amistad 

Chris Sullivan 
Cobaea scandens 


