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CORNWALL GROUP NEWSLETTER

September 2021
Chair chat
Welcome to the September newsletter.
We will be making a welcome return to Ladock Village Hall on Wednesday, 1st September. Our
guest speaker will be Ben Pope, Head Gardener at Trotton Place in West Sussex, talking about
‘Making the Most of What you Have’.
All our old favourites will be there, the Display Table to show off your prize plants, the 3 Flower
Competition can now move from Facebook to a live event, and don’t forget a plant or garden
related donation to our Raffle Table, this can include such prizes such as Wine or Chocolate as
these have their origins from Plants. Having donated a Plant to the Raffle you may wish to put
some of your extra plants up for sale on our Plant Sale Table with 10% going back to our Society.
Sadly, we are unable to provide Tea and Coffee services on this occasion but feel free to bring
your own refreshments if you so wish.
You will be aware that Covid restrictions have been removed, but where possible we will be
taking a cautious approach. There will be a QR Code displayed at the entrance for your use as
well as our signing in book. Feel free to wear protective masks whenever you feel it is appropriate.
Maintain social distancing as far as possible with particular care in confined spaces such as the
entrance lobby, toilets, and when signing in at the Hall door. Chairs will be spaced out (in singles
and couples). If you move them be mindful of others. Hand sanitiser will be provided on entering
the premises. We will try to maintain a level of ventilation as far as is convenient.
I would like to take this opportunity to tell you all that at our October meeting our guest speaker
will be Fergus Garrett, VMH (Royal Horticultural Society’s Victoria Medal of Honour) Curator at
the world famous gardens, Great Dixter in Sussex. We are hoping to fill the Hall to capacity with
such an esteemed speaker so please consider if you can invite a friend, or two. As non-members
we will be charging a nominal £5.00 per person, which would be waived if they join the Society
on the night, with their membership lasting until December 2022.
I look forward to seeing you all again.
Phil Gadd (Chair)
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Garden Visit 4 August – Hidden Valley Gardens
Members visited Tricia and Peter Howard’s garden
at Hidden Valley in the evening of 4 August and
thoroughly enjoyed a wander through the borders
there followed by tea/coffee and scones or rock
cakes. The evening was cloudy but remained dry
thankfully.
The beds of crocosmia, dahlia and agapanthus
were looking stunning with many different
varieties being shown. A vase of a selection of
dahlias was posted to Facebook in advance to
entice us along!
The picture below is of Cercis canadensis Hearts of
Gold which was a gift to Tricia and Peter on their
Golden wedding in 2018 – a lovely specimen

The hot border was looking splendid

RHS Partner Garden of the Year
competition.
If you enjoyed your recent visit to
Hidden Valley Gardens, there is an
opportunity to show this by voting
through the RHS website by using
this link:
http://www.rhs.org.uk/pgoty
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The agapanthus beds and a border of Lythrum also looking spectacular.

Weather update from South Bosent
It feels like we’ve had a miserable month of weather since I last wrote … where has the sun gone.
We’re glad to see the end of the excessively hot spell we had in July but now the days seem to
pass by endlessly grey, although we do see odd glimpses of sun it doesn’t feel like summer and
although it’s been cloudy there has been relatively little rain.
July rainfall ended up 19% higher than our average. We had 118.5mm (4.67 inches) for the month
but it has fallen below average again in August – so far we’ve had 62mm (2.4in) which is about
2/3rds of the average and we are finding the ground is drying out again and some spots in the
rain shadow of bigger trees, it is positively arid! Weed growth hasn’t slowed much however and
that keeps everyone busy here! However, if there is no more rain this month (as forecast) then
we will be at about half of the average so another dry month overall is on the cards.
We are nearly at the end of our first season of regular openings for the NGS which has been an
interesting experience and fairly challenging. We were due to open 2 afternoons a month
between May and September, although we didn’t open in May because everything was so far
behind. Consequently, we have to keep the
garden in a visitor ready state throughout,
which actually works quite well for us. At the
last opening we had a fountain failure which
turned out to be caused by an earwig which
had got into the mains plug and electrocuted
itself – poor thing probably knew little about it!
There’s so many things to deal with and they
are not all about weeds and edges!
We had another opening with the Cornwall
Wildlife Trust on Sunday 22nd August which is
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our excuse for the newsletter being somewhat late this
month. We had 192 visitors which raised about £1800 for
the trust.
A friend, Jenny, came and set up moth traps on the night
before, which we had done on previous occasions. It is
interesting to see how many were trapped after such a
poor spring and she had over 40 different species. The
garden (more particularly the buddlejas) is full of
butterflies at the moment especially Red Admirals and
Small Tortoiseshells which we have been extremely
happy to see and we have been finding a number of caterpillars of both butterfly and moth
species (including more buff tip moth caterpillars on the birch trees) so the wildlife aspect of the
garden is definitely achieving results.
We have however been finding a number of dead rabbits which we assume is as a result of the
new variant hemorrhagic virus which causes rapid death. Whilst they can be a complete pain in
the garden it is sad to see them lying out on the grass in the morning.

Bank voles - Tricia Howard
I enjoyed the article last month on the bumble
bee garden at the Duchy Nursery and related
to the problem about growing crocus because
of the bank voles desire to eat them. I have
long since given up the struggle to grow crocus
here at Hidden Valley because of the voles. I
remember one day I was working by my shed
planting some crocus and quick as a flash a
vole appeared from under the shed in front of
me, grabbed a bulb and disappeared with it. I
could not believe it was so cheeky.
As well as eating bulbs, they make lots of
tunnels, which undermine plants, and love to
eat new tender shoots. In my hot border I like
to grow the tall Tagetes ‘Cinnabar’ and could
not understand what was eating them.
Evidence from a night camera showed voles
systematically stripping the plants until just
the stem was left. I would have thought
Tagetes tasted awful, but it seems it’s their
favourite thing at the moment.
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I tempted one to pose for this photo
with a bit of cheese.
We have similar problems here at South
Bosent. They are dear little things and
do provide our resident barn owls with a
regular source of food but in spite of that
we also have tender shoots eaten off all
the time and the tunnelling is quite
extraordinary and very disruptive.
Eds.

Facebook contributions
As usual a number of pictures were contributed of which a selction appear here

Jo Holah sent us a selection
of items in flower in her
Portscatho garden (of
which this is a further
selection!)
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Martin Pallet also posted a
selection of plants from his
garden and some of plants he is
currently selling and on his
Bleujyowa page he advised us
that until 30 August all takings
from the Sea Road Plant Stand
will go to Charity. Half is going to
Cornwall Hospice Care and the
other half to the St Austell
Foodbank.
These pictures are Hemerocallis
Stafford (?) and Inula hookeri

… and here Hemerocallis, Sidalcea Eslie Heugh, Agapanthus inapertus and Berkheya purpurea
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Tricia Howard posted this lovely Tithonia rotundifolia ‘Torch’ and a bee and cabbage white
butterfly on a teasel

She has visited Wendy Perry's garden at Bosvigo Truro, the small walled area was planted with
Phlox, Geraniums, roses and Thalictrums all in shades of white, blue, and purple, all making a
lovely show

Page 8 of 10

Three Stems Competition (August)

Dave Mayhew
Helenium "Sahin's Early
Flowerer".
Crocosmia " Walberton
Yellow"
Crocosmia " Harlequin"

Peter Howard
3 Agapanthus

Tricia Howard
Crocosmia 'Walberton
Yellow' Rudbeckia
'Goldsturm' and Fennel

Marilyn Mayhew
Rudbeckia "Sahara"
Phlox "Cherry Caramel"
Dahlia "Bishop's Children"

Adrienne Lloyd
Penstemon Capricorn Moon,
Persicaria amp. Orange
Field, Penstemon Hidcote
Pink

Trish Wilson
Saponaria, Antirrhinum
White Giant and Eurybia
divericatus
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The winner was
Trish Wilson
2nd Tricia Howard
3rd Chris Sullivan
Pam’s sadly entry came in too
late to be included but we
have shown it here anyway!

Chris Sullivan
Hydrangea -Camila
Fuchsia- White Night Pearl
Eupatorium-Maculatum
Atropurpurem

Pam Dormand
Allium millennium
Allium beesianum
Acis autumnalis (leucojum)

We start back in meetings from 1 September so 3 stems will be brought to the meeting and
judged by the speaker as usual. Thanks to Sue Lake and Jo Waterhouse for their sterling efforts
in making some difficult decisions during these last few months. It has been fun to keep the
competition going and there have been some great contributions.

Other Forthcoming events
NGS Garden openings – for full details see NGS website where you can also pre-book almost
right up to the opening time
• Sept 1 and 2 Wed/Thurs - Gardens Cottage (nr St Blazey) and Kestle Barton
• Aug 31 Tuesday, Sept 1 Wednesday – Pinsla Garden
• Sept 15 Wednesday, 16 Thursday – South Bosent
Cornwall Wildlife Trust Open gardens – check their website for full details
• 5 September – The Cornish Cutting Garden at 2-5pm
• 12 September – Trenarth, Constantine 2-5pm
• 26 September – Pedn Billy, Helford Creek 2-5pm
Cornwall Hospice Open Gardens
•

29 September – Meudon Gardens, Mawnan Smith 11-3pm.
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Please let us have any items that may be of interest to the members so that they can be included in
the next newsletter. Please let us know if you spot any errors!
Adrienne Lloyd and Trish Wilson cornwallhps@gmail.com or lloydadj@btinternet.com

