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CORNWALL GROUP NEWSLETTER

July 2021
Chair Chatter
Phil Gadd
I’ve hogged the opening page to preserve the formatting of the Newsletter. Firstly, apologies for
the late distribution due to my being away up-country visiting family over the last weekend.
I have added a report below by Peter Howard summing up the Plant Sale to which I would like to
add my personal thanks to all those mentioned by Peter. It was a real shame that Jean and I
missed the event, but we were thinking of you, and it seems the weather was kind, which is
always a bonus. Nice to see positive comments on Facebook too.
Finally, a quick addition to the Garden Visit (7th July)…
Hi Phil, I was wondering about suggesting people (non-drivers) could bring wine or beer to our
opening on 7th if they wish (we have glasses in our tea shack) we would have no problem serving
it but I don't think we're allowed to sell it without a licence? Adrienne… Party Time??

CHPS Annual Plant Fair
Peter Howard - CHPS Treasurer
The CHPS Annual Plant Fair organised by Charlie Pridham took place in fine weather on Saturday,
26th June in the outside at Truro Cattle Market. This, as we know, was a later date than normal
due to Covid. There were less nurseries from distance parts, but this helped Charlie to set up the
location with more space for everyone. Overall, the Society is richer by £419.50, with £181.30
coming from the CHPS Plants Table and £238.20 coming from the stall holders, being 10% of their
takings. Although the number of visitors was less than normal and therefore the total income
was less than other years, everyone involved felt the event was a great success. It was also lovely
seeing and chatting with many CHPS members, some of whom were also stall-holders. We all
enjoyed the day.
In addition to the thanks to Charlie for all the organising prior the event and on the day, many
thanks go to the Team on the CHPS Table (Jo, Simon, Janet, Sue, Sarah and Kate) and of course,
for the plant donations from members. It was good to see so many members taking a stall. Yet
again ‘Well Done’ to all. It was a big success.
Charlie has already started to think about next year with it returning to its normal date in May.
He hopes that some of the missing faces will return, but some may have stopped altogether. He
is therefore asking you to keep your ear to the ground with regard to new nurseries starting up
so he can invite them along.
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~~~~~~
Well we’re off on another rollercoaster ride with the weather. The rain stopped at the end of
May by which time we had recorded 8.05 inches (204.5mm) which is double the 10 year averages.
We recorded just 0.24in (6mm) in the 3.5 weeks to 19 June; the lawns started to turn brown and
if we plant anything we were finding dry earth 6in down in many places. In these conditions, of
course, planting anything seems foolish but we have a schedule of openings coming up so we
have to maintain interest in the borders. We’ve developed a system of filling a planting hole with
water first, then adding a few water-retaining gel crystals (designed to be used in baskets and
containers) under the plant to help it through the drought period. Of course the moment we sat
down to write this, the rain came which has been a blessing and everything looks much refreshed.
We are now up to 0.85 of an inch and are at just a quarter of the June average with 5 days to go.
Of course the forecast is for rain this weekend but whether we will get the 2.4 inches needed to
reach the average remains to be seen.
It’s as if spring and summer have been compressed into 3 weeks. Up here everything leapt into
growth after the May rains finished and it warmed up at last; of course, that means weeds as
well and if we haven’t kept up with the mulching after
we’ve weeded a bed then within what feels like a couple
of days it seems to be full of dock, nettle and even some
brambles, never mind the easy to manage annual weeds.
We sometimes feel that if we had enough time to sit and
watch we would see the dock grow, one day you don’t
see them and next day they are 3 ft high!! The trouble
with old farmland is that it is full of seed and it just keeps
coming! It’s keeping us very busy and this month’s
newsletter is shorter as a result.
Monty Don has remarked on GW that the lupins have
been spectacular this year and so it is here. They are full
of flower and so tall! We have had an attack on some of
the flower stems which have been picked clean of flowers
by great tits but only in the middle section leaving flowers
above and below!
The roses are also very floriferous this year, even a couple that were moved quite late in the
spring are flowering well. This used to be a plant I didn’t get too excited about, but they have
certainly grown on me now that we have space to indulge. We have over 80 different varieties
here and it is a great spectacle when they all perform so well. As long as there are no storms
before 7 July when the group visits us, then there should still be a reasonable display and plenty
of scent.
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R. Albertine

R. Ebb Tide

R. Buff Beauty

R. Chandos Beauty

R. Eyes for you

R. Proper Job

We do have quite a problem with black spot this year, but in the past a feed with Uncle Tom’s rose feed,
which was recommended by the Cornish Rose Company, has usually encouraged plenty of healthy growth
and overcome the problem, and hopefully it will have the same effect this year.

CHPS Garden Visit on Wednesday, 7th July
Tricia Howard, CHPS Garden Visit Organiser
Our next garden visit will be at South Bosent,
Dobwalls, PL14 4LX. This is an exciting garden
being created from farmland by our
Newsletter Editors, sisters Adrienne Lloyd
and Trish Wilson. The 9.5 acres has many
different areas, woodland, meadow, ponds,
large borders a new canal pond and a rill with
waterfall. It is a haven for wildlife, with lots of
birds and plants to attract pollinators. They
support the Wildlife Trust. There is no need
to book as we are allowed to have more than
30 members, if we spread out and have a
staggered start time. Therefore, please arrive
and immediately start your visit between 5.30pm and 6.30pm and keep in small groups. There
will be refreshments and a toilet available.
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Directions From the Twelvewoods roundabout at junction
of the A390 and A38 take the turning to into Dobwalls. At
mini roundabout take right turn to Duloe, and after 1.25
miles at crossroads turn right. The garden is on the left
after quarter of a mile with parking in the old farmyard.
There is no charge for members, visitors £5, bring cash for
refreshments. Call Adrienne on 07539 256855 if assistance
is needed.

June Garden Visits
34 members enjoyed a pleasant evening at Pinetum Gardens, St Austell. Among all the lovely
plants, the white Wisteria on the
bridge was looking magnificent and a
large Deutzia with small white starry
flowers stood out.
Also 17 members had a delightful
visit to Bracken Wood gardens, Zelah,
which had been cancelled from an
earlier date. This was an amazing
spot hidden away at the end of the
village, surrounded by trees. It has
been developed into a wonderful
garden from a derelict pig farm over
30 years. The restored farmhouse
was draped in roses, and there were
many nooks and terraces to explore.
Tricia Howard, CHPS Garden Visit Organiser
Photos by Pam Dormand of the white Wisteria over the bridge and Crinodendron ‘Ada Hoffman’

Spring visit to Tresco Abbey Gardens
Trish Wilson
I had longed for a May visit to the Isles of Scilly for many years since I first visited about 12 years
ago. They are magical islands as many of you will know who have visited.
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I arrived in pouring rain and wind coming
sideways on Bryher quay, but true to the
forecast the warm sun rose the following
morning and the sea sparkled that special
turquoise blue and the previous rainy
evening seemed a million miles away.
We took the boat to Tresco, hired bicycles
and cycled along the lanes scented with wild
honeysuckle and around every corner were
the
bright
colours
of
the
mesmybryanthemums, the geraniums and
succulents of every kind squeezed into the
stone walls.
We were lucky enough to be entertained by the red
squirrels and their babies at the entrance to the
gardens and then climbed up to The Top Terrace to take
in the stunning views and slowly work our way down.
The plant that really stood out was a tall sturdy pink
daisy, rather like a cross between our tall oxeye daisies
with waxy leaves and a Michaelmas daisy. I discovered
it is Senecio glastifolius, maybe it is well known and a
bit of a weed but I’d not seen it before and it was
beautiful. It has seeded happily amongst the greatest
and grandest in the garden and seems to fit in wherever
it germinates. I managed to get some seed in the shop
so will look forward to it germinating and growing here.

The Leucospermums were at their very
best, low rounded South African shrubs
with orange and red flowers in April &
May.
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As we strolled in the warmth past the tame Golden
Pheasants, we entered the old ruins of the Abbey
where the Lobelia laxiflora, a woody, fast spreading
lobelia with narrow willow like leaves and tubular
red and yellow flowers, was scrambling through
other plants crammed in together to make a
wonderful tapestry.

The most amazing flower was the Puya alpestris, a
giant of a plant with spikes of waxy, blue-green
almost turquoise blooms.
And lastly the Echiums; I’d not seen the red ones

before, Echium wildpretii, en masse it was truly
spectacular and you feel as though you’ve been round the Tropics for the day! It never ceases to
please and I can’t wait to go back.

We’d love to hear about anyone else’s garden visits for the next newsletter.
cornwallhps@gmail.com

Emails please
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Della Stovell
Many of you will know Della, who sent the following email to Tricia and Peter Howard before the Pinetum
visit:
I am sorry I have to cancel my visit to Pinetum on Wednesday. I am moving up country at the end of the
week and just cannot fit it in - it is amazing how many last minute things there are to do!! I will be very
sorry as it would be my last chance to catch up with all the members I know. Perhaps later in the year I
may be down and it could coincide with a meeting. I am moving to Surrey to be with family and hope to
find a Hardy Plant reasonably near either in Surrey or Kent. I have enjoyed it so much and have been
doing garden zoom talks with other Counties which have been such a delight during lockdowns.
Hopefully this is not a final goodbye but thank you for a lovely “Group”.
Best wishes Della

Facebook contributions
As usual, several members have made posts to the group Facebook page and
we are including a selection of them here (there are too many to include
them all!). Chris Sullivan gave us a meconopsis from Heligan followed by an
unknown charmer and another of a plant seen at Trevince which turned out
to be a schleffera.

Johanna Holah sent us several pictures from her garden at Portscatho on 18 June
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Including this Rhododendron which is inherited.
Does anyone recognise it? She’d like a name!

Martin Pallet sent an update from his garden :

Views of the front garden
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Watsonia species

Watsonia marginata

Iris Perry’s Blue (?)

Pam Dormand also sent us a selection of plants from her garden and also a video of her new puppy,
Norman, digging in the garden :

Phlox

Rosa Eyes for you

Rosa Sombreuil

Unnamed Rhododendron

a new trough

and a wild orchid from seed
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Three Stems Competition (June)

Johanna Holah
Libertia, Iris Californian hybrid
Anthriscus sylvestris “Ravenswing”

Tricia Howard
Rosa 'Alberic Barbier,
Phlomis russeliana & Kniphofia

Adrienne Lloyd
Rosa Marchesa Boccelli
R. mundi, R. Winchester Cathedral

Trish Wilson
late Tulip Victoria’s Secret

Peter Howard

Pam Dormand
Eschschoizia. Californian poppy
Isoplexis canariensis. Digitalis
Calceolaria integrifolia
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and the winner is John with the stunning Roscoeas
Second is Tricia Howard and
Third is Adrienne’s 3 roses
Thanks to Sue and Jo for the judging

John Jearard
Roscoea forrestii 'Almost White',
Roscoea 'Harvington Evening Star',
Roscoea purpurea 'Wisley Amethyst'.

There are only a few entries each month but why not give it a go next month? The rules are simple, pick
three stems that you like from your own garden and present them in a container of some sort. It doesn't
matter what you choose as long as there are only three stems in the container. Take a photograph and
post it on the Cornwall Hardy Plant Society Facebook page or e-mail it to the newsletter (address at the
bottom) and we will include it here. The pictures are then judged on an anonymised basis by Sue Lake and
Jo Waterhouse who do not see the Facebook postings.

Please let us have any items that may be of interest to the members so that they can be included in
the next newsletter. Please let us know if you spot any errors!
Adrienne Lloyd and Trish Wilson cornwallhps@gmail.com

