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CORNWALL GROUP NEWSLETTER

May 2021

What a dry spring we’ve had so far; everything is impossibly dry. We measure rainfall here and recorded
a massive 316.5 mm (12.5in) in December when we were very soggy. That is more than double the average
for Cornwall for the month and that month meant we ended up at 18% more than the annual average for
the 2020 year. January and February 2021 were almost exactly on average here (258mm or 10.15in for
the 2 months) but then the drought started – in March we recorded 46.5 mm (1.83 in) which is only 53%
of the 10 year average and April continues in the same vein; so far we have recorded only 5mm (0.2 in)
against a 10 year average of 64mm (2.5in) so the hose is out and the water butts are getting used up.

On the subject of water, we have recently had to install a bore
hole, having previously had water supplied from a bore hole on
Cornwall Council land. Originally this was to be located in an
nice out of the way spot but when the equipment arrived, the
dowser felt that the best place was going to be where we had
already started planting up a shrubbery and several of plants had
been in for some time. The drillers told us they would make
some mess but we weren’t quite prepared for what was to
come!
Before drilling the area looked like this (left). Fortunately we had
not got around making all to the planned changes and
redevelopment that we had in mind.
The ground was still fairly
wet at the end of
February and the equipment that arrived weighed 10 tons. We
hired some heavy duty rubber mats to protect the surrounding
ground which certainly helped to save some damage but as we
discovered we should have had several more!
We had lifted some of the smaller shrubs and all the herbaceous
plants in the immediate area before they started and had very
carefully wrapped up a fabulously well budded Magnolia x loebneri
Merrrill in shade netting to protect the flowers.
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However, we seriously underestimated how big an area
would be affected and we had to lift more and yet more
plants as they went on, as the slate slurry ran everywhere,
and plants were being drowned by the mess.
The other issue was the slatey dust sprayed over everything
near to the drill point. The Magnolia grandiflora Exmouth
and Cedrus deodara, both of which were much too big to
move and which were, unfortunately, very close to the drill
point, were completely coated and had to be hosed down
several time to clean the foliage and stems after the work
was done, although the rain we had on 26 March helped a
lot.
The team drilled a hole 260ft deep (by about 8 inches) and
produced a large pile of very fine slate which we will be able
to use for paths. Sadly, however the process caused a lot of
damage to the grass and the fledgling borders that had had
a lot of compost worked into them to improve the ground for planting. Replanting the area
and re -turfing the damaged bits has meant we have had a lot of watering to do; even watering
the turf - something I would never normally do but as we have a garden opening coming up we
have to try and get the new turf to grow (when we say new we actually mean turf that we have
skimmed off from elsewhere to make the path and also to finish the edges of the canal pond
we discussed last month.
We were also disappointed to find that we are left with a large concrete box which houses the
pump and connections. We hope that painting it will mean that it is not quite so prominent but
it will need to be hidden with planting so we have re-shaped the
path and borders to assist in this process longer term.
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Visit to Caerhays
We have long planned a visit to Caerhays in Spring and this year we managed to get there for a day
although we did go after the severe cold frosts, which, sadly, browned off a lot of the blossom even in
that sheltered position. In spite of this we were blown away by the number of varieties and size of some
of the old magnolias flowering on the bare wood.
It was a lovely sunny day, although still cold and visitor numbers were low. Trish was on crutches having
just had a hip joint surgery, so we were able to park in the disabled car park. We took the blue walk which
we were told in advance would be fairly flat; we have to say that it seemed pretty hilly to us when you are
on crutches!

We paid homage to the brave and intrepid plant hunters of over a century ago whose endeavours enable
us today to see these magnificent trees in all their full grown glory and for the first time visitor it was a
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real treat to take in the atmosphere of such an historic place and to know that we would never again have
this exact same feeling of awe and anticipation. We were able to take lunch and perched on some benches
with a view over the colourful treetops and out to the bay.
We noticed a large specimen of Oleria solandri, a coastal shrub from New Zealand, that was at least 20ft
across and high. We keep ours in a very sheltered spot thinking it might not be fully hardy although it has
thrived since we planted it out in the border. However, now we know how large it would like to grow we
shall move it to some place where it can reach its full potential. We continued to meander through the
beautiful Camellias, Rhododendrons, Narcissus and Tree Ferns and left feeling relaxed and happy that we
had finally made it there!
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Surprising Survivors of the Winter!
We have a tender Rhododendron that has always been in a pot so that it can be brought under cover for
the winter but it got totally overlooked and left outside on the standing ground and despite the huge
rainfall and sustained cold period it has never looked better. It’s Rhododendron formosum, full of bud so
maybe we shall plant it out into the woodland area.
Another is Mathiasella bupleuroides, which we thought wouldn’t like the winter wet and cold, hailing as
it does from Mexico, it looks rather like a Hellebore Corsicus in flower, quite tall, again we forgot to bring
it in under cover; it was in a raised bed exposed to the south westerlies and is now in flower much to our
surprise. Another Central American native is Fuchsia arborescens the tree fuchsia, a rather splendid plant
when fully grown and not really resembling a fuchsia at all, we have a large one in the Gravel garden in a
pot against the south facing back fence where we thought it would be sheltered enough to survive, but it
looks completely dead now, however on closer inspection this week we were delighted to see buds
breaking at the base and it appears to be wanting to burst into life again. We had taken precautionary
cuttings, two of which have survived as well.
The last one is Pelargonium sidoides. We did bring it into the polytunnel from the raised bed where it had
spent the summer but then forgot to cover it with fleece on some of the sub-zero nights. It doesn’t appear
to have suffered fortunately and is now romping away and looking as though it will soon be flowering
again. What joy these unexpected surprises bring.
We’d love to hear about anyone else’s experience of winter survivors or losses for the next newsletter.
Emails please cornwallhps@gmail.com
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White Flowers
by Tricia Howard
In the Hardy Plant Society February Newsletter, I see there is a proposal for a new special interest “Alba
Group”, by a Derbyshire member Ann Franks. This set me thinking. I do like white flowers, they have a
special innocence about them and stand out in the garden, especially in the evening.
I have many favourite white flowers in my garden. Obviously, there are all
the gorgeous snowdrops, followed by Daffodils which can be white, such
Narcissus Thalia, which has two or three nodding white flowers per stem.
There are many white tulips, from which to choose; I like Tulip
‘WhiteTriumphator’, an elegant lily flowered type.
I also have a soft spot for the small white celandine Ficaria verna Alba group,
with their lovely mottled leaves, and white flowers and petals backed by a
slatey blue.
I grow the white multi-stemmed Hyacinths; they come up year
after year in the garden and are not so large and floppy as the
usual large ones. In amongst the blue sheets of wild bluebells
(Hyacinthoides non-scripta), the odd white one will stand out. I
have some from Avon
bulbs, but make sure you
get the English form and
not the Spanish ones,
which are taking over our
woods. Recently I was
delighted to find a
seedling of a single white primrose with red stems, in one of my
beds, which I shall treasure.

When I moved here from North Yorkshire 20 years ago, I brought with
me a white wild violet, which I still have. It reminds me of my time
spent in the Howardian Hills near York. Oddly, there were many white
violets and white campions by the roadside there. The white campion
also came with me, but I have not managed to keep that going.
Around the edge of my square beds, I plant the annual Sweet Alyssum,
Lobularia, each year, which I grow from seed. These flower all summer
in informal mats, and have a good honey scent. Also, in my square beds
I have the white form of Rose Bay Willow Herb, Chamaenerion
angustifolium ‘Album’, it looks lovely in flower giving height to the beds.
However, this does spread by runners, conversely, it does not seed
about and has never popped up in any other of my beds.
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Another plant I like to grow from seed is the white form of
Gaura lindheimeri (now apparently an Oenothera ), which
has little flowers that dance in the breeze like butterflies.
Two plants which seed themselves about are the white form
of Honesty (Lunaria annua ‘Alba Variegata). It is
complemented by white splashes on its leaves, and by the
white form of our native foxglove, Digitalis purpurea ‘Alba’.
There are many other white flowers which I grow, but I will
end with the darked leaved cow parsley, Anthriscus sylvestris
‘Ravenswing’, of which the purple black ferny foliage sets off
the white frothy flowers beautifully.

Facebook contributions
Several members have made regular posts to the group Facebook page
and we are including a selection of them here (there are too many to
include them all!)
Jen Bousfield posted this pretty vase to wish us a Happy Easter
Martin Pallett sends us a regular
contribution of what is performing
in his garden in St Austell
(Bleujyowa) including this Camellia
Bokuan
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and Chasmanthe bicolor, Greyia sutherlandii, Illicium simonsii, Olearia x scilloniensis (Matin)

Pam Dormand shared a selection of Narcissus and other spring flowers including this Akebia, and
Erythroniums Blush and Snowflake, Narcissus Sailboat and N Fidelity and Pelargomium ardens .
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Tricia Howard also posted a number of photographs
including the Camellia Eric Baker which was ‘named after a
friend and former manager of the Duchy Nurseries
Lostwithiel, who sadly passed away in 2019’. Rob Crowle
added that this was also known as 'Trewithen White' but
renamed as ' Eric Baker', an honour to a great man and
horticulturalist.

Tricia also gave us these charming celandines Ficaria verna Crimson Damson and Snow Bunting and a
picture of an extremely well hidden long tailed tit nest in a cistus with an outer coating of lichen

Trevor Wiltshire sent us several pictures including this Anenome ranunculoides and dwarf Rhododendron
Blue Tit which we were happy to see as ours has inexplicably turned up its toes this spring. It is a plant
we had from our nurseryman father so it was sad to lose it after around 25 years. The last is of his dog
Mollie who was enjoying the cool of a group of Galanthus!
Pam also posted that there will be a rare plant fair at Tregrehan on Sunday 6 June 10- 3 subject to Covid19 rules at the time, see their website for details.

Three Stems Competition (April)
The March competition pictures were judged by Sue Lake (well volunteered!) and she placed the entries
as follows:
1st John Jearrard - N. bulbocodium ' Arctic Bells', 'Casual Elegance' and N.b. citrinus.
2nd Adrienne Lloyd – Narcissus W.P. Milner, N. Pueblo, N. Jack Snipe
3rd Tricia Howard - Narcissus 'Rapture'
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There are only a few entries each month and we know that it is a bit tricky, we especially find the
background difficult to arrange so as to show the flowers off properly. Why not enter the competition
next month? The rules are simple, pick three stems that you like from your own garden and present them
in a container of some sort. It doesn't matter what you choose as long as there are only three stems in
the container. Take a photograph and post it on the Cornwall Hardy Plant Society facebook page or e-mail
it to the newsletter (address at the bottom) and we will include it here.

Vinca minor Ralph Shugert,
Vinca minor Dartington Star,
Vinca difformis Jenny Pym
Trish Wilson

N. Interim
Tricia Howard

Anemone, Lathyrus,
Prostranthia.

N. Lilac Charm

Pam Dormand

John Jearrard

N. Thalia, Mount Hood
and Bell Song
Adrienne Lloyd

This month has again been judged by Sue and the results are:
1st
Pam Dormand
2nd
Trish Wilson
rd
3
John Jearrard

N. 'Misty Glen'
Peter Howard
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CHPS Garden Visits
A reminder, unfortunately we have had to change the date of the visit to Dick Butter's Garden which was
on the 5th May at Brackenwood, Zelah. However, Dick is very happy for us to come on Tuesday, 15th
June (avoiding the Alpine meeting on 16th June). So, two Garden Visits in June!! The other visit is to
Treglyn, Gover Valley, St Austell on the Wednesday 2nd June. Please look out for the bookings details in
next month's Newsletter as we will be limited to a max. group size of 30 at each Garden (in accordance
with the Govt. Covid Roadmap).
As June is still a long way off, CHPS members are still welcome to visit Hidden Valley Gardens for free up
to May 16th. There is no need to book. Safeguarding arrangements are in place. Bring your own
refreshments. Toilet will be open. And of course 'Plants for Sale'.
Remember however to keep to the rule of 6 - 6 people or two households (i.e. can be more than 6) may
be together outside. (but remember the dates in the 'Roadmap may change):

Tricia Howard, CHPS Garden Visit Organiser

Chair chatter
The governments Roadmap Out of Lockdown continues on track. We passed a key date on 12th April when
retail shops opened, and the meeting of groups outdoors is now permitted under the Rule of Six or Two
Households.
The next key date in the Roadmap is 17th May and it is from this date we are anticipating being able to
restart our summer Garden Visits, albeit with limits on the numbers. (Tricia gives more details above).
More importantly, I trust most of us have had at least our first Covid jab and many our second, my second
is booked in for next week.
I will just confirm that the scheduled 5th May garden visit is cancelled, and the Spring Plant Sale scheduled
for the 1st May is also postponed and arrangements are in hand to rearrange this for 26th June.
Stay safe

Phil Gadd (Chair)

Please let us have any items that may be of interest to the members so that they can be included in
the next newsletter. Please let us know if you spot any errors!
Adrienne Lloyd and Trish Wilson cornwallhps@gmail.com

